
NUISANCE VIOLATIONS 
(Updated 6/2021) 

Millstone Manor is a great place to live. As a condominium community, we own our homes (or rent them out 
to tenants) and live close enough to our neighbors that we get the chance to really know them. While living in 
close quarters, like apartment living, we maintain the pride and autonomy of ownership, and have the right to 
dictate what we do in our own homes. HOWEVER, unlike a regular “stand alone” house, we share walls, floors, 
and ceilings with our neighbors. Because of this, we must be considerate of our neighbors, and our right to 
dictate how we behave in our homes only extends as far as it does not offend, disturb, or create a nuisance to 
our neighbors. Nuisance Complaints are not just limited to your behavior outside of your residence, but also 
include behaviors conducted in your home.  
 
This letter is a reminder that the HOA (Home Owners Association) has the right, and responsibility, to warn, 
and fine, owners when the residents of their unit create a disturbance which is reported to them by another 
resident of the community. Just a few examples of Nuisance Complaints which can occur while inside your 
home that can, and will, be acted upon are: 
  

• SMOKING IN YOUR RESIDENCE: You have the right to smoke in your home, HOWEVER, you do not 
have the right to make your neighbors smell your smoke in their homes. Unfortunately, these condos 
were built some 35 years ago. Building standards then did not have the “separation” of air transport 
through buildings that they do now. For example, our bathroom fans do not even vent to the outside 
air. Instead, bathroom fans vent into the floor joists of the condo above them. The top condos vent 
into the attic, not the outside. The walls separating condos are open! There is no insulation between 
condos. It’s only a space of about 8 inches between the walls. Smoke can and does find its way to other 
condos via these unsealed common walls. What that means for Millstone Manor is that if resident of 
one condo smokes, the 2nd hand smoke “drifts” into the surrounding residences of nonsmokers. Not 
cool. Given that some of our residents are afflicted with respiratory and other illnesses, or just do not 
like to breath in 2nd hand smoke, the situation becomes intolerable and a severe nuisance. All residents 
have the right, according to the governing documents, to the “peaceful, enjoyment of their property”. 
For most residents, 2nd hand smoke is neither peaceful nor enjoyable. If your neighbors complain that 
the smell of your smoke is invading their residence, the HOA is required to act upon their complaint.  

• LOUD MUSIC: Again, play your music and enjoy it! However, bear in mind that the walls are not 
insulated, and sound can carry through them. If your neighbors complain that your music is too loud, 
the HOA is required to act upon their complaint.  

• LOUD FIGHTING OR HORSEPLAY: Again, play, have fun, and enjoy it! Again, sound travels and if it is 
too loud, your neighbors may be disturbed. If they complain, the HOA is required to act upon this 
complaint.  

 
We encourage you to try to settle the problem, if possible, by directly communicating with your neighbor first: 
Maybe they’re just having fun and don’t realize how the music is too loud.  
 
The Nuisance Complaint fine structure is as follows:  
1st Violation – Written warning to homeowner and resident  
2nd Violation - $50 fine  
3rd Violation - $100 fine  
4th Violation - $200 fine  
5th Violation - $400 fine 


